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GALATIANS IV. 11. 


IAM AFRAID OF YOU, LEST I HAVE BESTOIWED UPON 
YOU LABOUR IN VAIN. 


HE churches of Galatia confiſted 
-, Chiefly of Gentiles, who were turn 
ed from idols to ſerve the living 
G0. They were planted by the 
apoſtle Paul, and at the firſt 
preaching of the goſpel to them 
received it with great joy, and the apoſtle as an an- 
gel of the LorD, even as cuRIsT IESsus. For a 
time they ran well, exhibiting the moſt pleaſing 
proſpects. But through the influence of Judaiz- 
Ing teachers, and of innate corruption, they were 
ſoon hindered, imbibed diſaffection to the uncor- 
rupted goſpel, and commenced enemies to the apoſ- 
tle himſelf ; whom ſo lately they had given ſo high 
a place in their eſteem and affection. Theſe cir- 


cumſtances alarmed his fears concerning them, and 
gave riſe to this excellent epiſtle. In this he vin. 
dicates his apoſtolic character, evinceth the doc- 
trine of juſtification by faith, ſolely on the account 
of the imputed righteouſneſs of the divine jzsvs, 
ſhoweth the extreme folly of the Galatians in not 
obeying the truth, and exhorteth them to ſtand faſt 
in the liberty with which cHRISTH had made them 
free, | R 

IN the text he tells them plainly, the fearful and 
diſtreſſing apprehenſions which he had concerning 
them, leſt, notwithſtanding their goſpel privileges, 
their former zeal, and his painful labours among 
them, they would be finally and for ever loſt. © I 
am afraid of you, leſt I have beſtowed upon you 

labour in vain.” 

THE words ſuggeſt three principal ideas, which I 
Mall attempt to illuſtrate. Particularly, 

THAT the goſpel miniſtry is a work, a buſineſs 
of great labour :—That the faithful miniſters of 
CHRIST are deeply concerned about the ſucceſs and 
iſſue of their labours, leſt they ſhould be in vain to 
any :—And, that notwithſtanding their moſt pain- 
ful labours and deep concern for the ſucceſs of their 

miniſtry, it will be in vain to many to whom they 
miniſter, 

I. THE goſpel miniſtry is a work, a buſineſs of 

great labour. 7 
WHEN the apoſtle terms his miniſtry, among the 
| Galatians, labour, he doubtleſs deſigned not only 
to remind them of hjs diligence and exertious 
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among them, in public and private, for their ſal. 
vation, but to expreſs the nature of the miniſterial 
employment. He deſigned to teach them and the 
world, that it is not an employment for eaſe, leiſure 
and paſtime, but that it is emphatically a work, 
challenging the utmoſt diligence, labour and exer- 
tion of body and mind. Hence, the apoſtle terms 
the office of the miniſtry a work, and miniſters 
workers. © If a man deſireth the office of a biſh- 
op, he deſireth a good work.“ Workers togeth- 
er with him.”> They are alſo termed labourers, 
doubtleſs, importing the nature of their office, and 
their indiſpenſable duty to be indefatigable in their 
labours. Saith our bleſſed LoRD, © The harveſt 
truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few. Pray 
ye therefore the LoRD of the harveſt that he will 
ſend forth labourers into his harveſt.“ Twice in 
theſe verſes, doth he, who beſt knoweth the nature 


of the office, and the labours of his ſervants, for his 


name ſake, term them labourers. Indeed he giveth 
no direction for our praying for any but labourers 
let the harveſt be ever ſo plenteous. None but la- 
bourers are worthy of this divine employment. It 
ſeems that they only are worth aſking for. 

OUR SAVIOUR not only termeth his miniſters la. 


bourers, but compareth them to labourers in the 


time of harveſt, when the huſbandman is moſt ac- 
tive and laborious : Importing that the concerns of 
his kingdom are not only of great, but of immediate 


— 


1 Tim. jü. 2. 2 Cor, vi. 1. Matth. ix. 37. 


importance. They demand the preſent, conſtant 
and perſevering exertions of his ſervants. ' 

THE greatneſs and immediate importance of the 
concerns about which the miniſtry 1s employed, the 
vaſt and eternal conſequences of it, evince that it is 
a moſt laborious work. The declarative glories of 
the pzrTyY, the converſion of ſinners, the honour of 
religion, the peace, edification and beauty of the 
church, the growth of individual chriſtians, in 
knowledge and grace, their comfort and ſalvation ; 
in ſhort, the intereſts of heaven and earth, of time 
and eternity, are deeply concerned in the laborious 
faithful diſcharge of the miniſterial office. 

* 1T pleafed coD by the fooliſhneſs of preaching 
to ſave them that believe. 4 He inſtituted the goſ- 
pel miniſtry. for the purpole of turning men © from 
darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan un- 
to cop :* For the perfecting of the ſaints, for the 
edifying of the body of nns; till we all come in 
the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of cop, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the 
fulneſs of cur1sT.” The preaching of the goſpel 
is the grand mean of the divine glory and of man's 
falvation, The church is waſhed by the word, as 
well as by the blood of the Lams.s The more 
thoroughly therefore miniſters underſtand, the more 
laborious and faithful they are in preaching, the 
word, the more happily will they ſubſerve theſe im- 
portant ends. What work then can poſſibly de- 

mand ſuch diligent and laborious application as this ? 


*x Cox. i. 21. Acts xxvi. 18. fEpheſ.iv. 11. *Ephel, v. 26. 
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nt - TwoVUcn the greateſt worldly intereſts ſhould be 
| betrayed and loſt, yet men may be happy in Gon; 

he but if the ſoul be loſt what can a world, an univerſe 

he b profit a man ? © What ſhall a man give in exchange 

is | for his foul ??? This is of inconceivable value, 

of Saith the poet, 

of KNOw'sT thou th' importance of a ſoul immortal? 


Behold this midnight glory; worlds on worlds 
Amazing pomp ! redouble this amaze, 

IN Ten thoufand add, and twice ten thouſand more; 
Then weigh the whole: One ſoul outweighs them all.“ 


THE conlequences of a faithful diſcharge of the 


e 

is miniſterial office may be, both to the miniſter him- 
ſelf, and to his hearers, laſting and glorious as the 

8 dignities and tranſports of Heaven, and thoſe of 


= ſloth and careleſſneſs dreadful as the contempt and 
horrours of an eternal hell. What other employ- 


4 ment therefore, can demand ſuch concern, ſuch dil- 
* igent and ſtrenuous exertions ? 

* ronRruER, the concerns about which the miniſ- 
A try is converſant, are not only important, but they 
8 are of the moſt preſſing and immediate importance. 
1 cop “now commandeth all men every where to 
: repent." Chooſe you this day whom ye will ſerve,” i 
: His perfections as well as commands oblige them 
: to immediate repentance. The obligations to re- 
: pentance thence riſing never can be greater than 
. they now are, He never can be more glorious than 


he now is, nor his authority more binding. The 
importance of the matter, the, uncertainty of life, 
and the increaſing blindneſs and hardneſs of the 


123 
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ſinner's heart, while he continues in fin, render im- 
mediate religion of infinite moment. The harveſt 
is paſſing away and the ſummer is ending with men 
every day, hour, and moment. They are conſtant- 
ly dropping into the grave, and into everlaſting 
burnings. But the greater and more immediately 
important any concerns are, the greater and more 
immediate ſhould be our exertions to ſecure them. 
Should not the goſpel miniſter, therefore, be a la- 
bourer ? Should he not employ his whole capacity, 
his utmoſt exertions, to pluck his hearers, as brands 
from the devouring fire and everlaſting burnings ? 

BUT, let us give the ſubject a different turn, and 
contemplate the miniſtry itſelf, in its qualifications 
and various branches. In every view that we can 
take of it, it will appear to be an * of 
great and conſtant labour. 

1T is important that the goſpel miniſter ſhould be 
a ſcribe inſtructed into the kingdom of Heaven; 
ſo that, like an ancient and wealthy . houſehold. 
er, he may, on all occaſions, be able to bring forth, 
out of the treaſures of a well furniſhed mind, things 
new and old.* It is required that he ſhould be 
ſound in the faith which is in CHRIST IESUs; 
« nouriſhed up in the words of faith and good doc- 
trine,””! He is under obligations to deliver all the 
counſel of Go, and to keep back nothing which 
ſhall be profitable to his hearers. a He mult there- 
fore be a diligent laborious ſtudent in divinity, 
ſearching the ſcriptures and the whole theory of re= 


* Matt, Kili. 52. Tit. i. 9. & li. 1. & 1 Tim. iv. 6. m Acts xx. 20. 27. 
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ligion, that he may know the counſel of coD - hat 
are the doctrines and duties revealed and inculcated 
in the divine word. His ideas of them ſhould be 
clear and conſiſtent, that he may exhibit them to 
the beſt advantage. Without this he never will 
excel, and agreeably to the apoſtolic direction, ſhow 
himſelf © a workman that needeth not to be aſham- 
ed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” n 

As the being and perfections of cop are at the 
foundation of all religion, he ſhould be able, from 
the things which are made, and from the divine 
providence, to evince that he is a moſt glorious 
SPIRIT, infinite, eternal and unchangeable ; poſ- 
ſeſſed of all poſſible excellency, the ſource of life 
and bleſſedneſs, THE PERFECTION OF BEAUTY. 
As miſconceptions of do, and errours with reſpe& 
to him, are a ſource of deluſion, and commonly at 
the bottom of. all falſe religions, and as the knowl- 
edge of him, in cur1sr, is eternal life, ſo it is of the 
higheſt importance that a miniſter accurately ſtudy 
this glorious character, and obtain the moſt clear 
and conſiſtent ideas of it poſſible ; ſo that he may 
truly repreſent to his hearers, his uncreated and 
eternal glories, to attract their ſupreme affection, 
and fix them for ever in his ſervice, 

IN like manner, as the miſſion and mediatorial 
work of IESUs cnx1sT lie: at the foundation of 
Chriſtianity, ſo it is neceſſary that his miniſters 
ſhould be able ſubſtantially to prove, from the ac- 
compliſhment of the Jewiſh types, prophedes and 
„ Tim. ii. 15. 
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characters of the xESSIAH, in him, and in no otlier; 
from his glorious miracles, and the accompliſhment 
of his own predictions, that he is the RIS, the 
sox of the living cov. Familiar ſhould be the 
acquaintance of miniſters with the charaQer, work 
and glories of iM, who is laid in Zion as the ſure 
and only foundation. 

THE doctrine of the TRINIT in the unity of the 
SODHEAD, of man's original righteouſneſs, of his 
apoſtaſy, of the univerſal and total corruption of 
the human race, in conſequence of the offence of 
the one man Adam, of regeneration by the ſu- 
pernatural influence of the divine spIRI, of juſti- 
fication before 60D by faith, only on the footing of 
the mediatorial righteouſneſs, the nature of faith, 
its uſe and influence in juſtification and the chriſt. 
ian life, ought to be well ſtudied, clearly and faith- 
fully preached. Repentance towards c 0D, the per- 
ſeverance of the ſaints, the reſurrection of the dead, 
the future judgment, the endleſs happineſs of the 
faved and puniſhment of the damned, ſhould be 
preached in a clear and manly manner. Unleſs the 
chriſtian miniſter be a ſtudent in divinity, verſed in 
theſe points, and have ſome general acquaintance 
with controverſial divinity, how will he be able, 
agreeably to the apoſtolic command, © By ſound 
doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gain- 
ſayers,”'? 

nx ought well to underſtand the duties as well as 
dottrines of the goſpel ; the duties of piety towards 
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P's 80, of righteouſneſs and charity towards men in 
* general, and of ſobriety and circumſpection as they 
ie W reſpect ourſelves. He ſhould be able to exhibit the 
e 4 reaſonableneſs of duty, the beauties of holineſs, and 
k Y the glorious conſequences of well doing, in an en- 
0 gaging manner. In affecting and alarming colours 
' ſhould he paint the deformity and dreadful end of 
S ſin, and by all goſpel motives, perſuade men to be 
8 reconciled to c0D. 
f THE divine inſtitution, nature and deſign of the 
F chriſtian ſacraments, the character and qualifications 
M of the proper ſubjects of them, ſhould be well ſtud- 
— ied by him, and faithfully repreſented in his holy 
F miniſtrations. 
* IMPORTANT alſo will it be, that while he inſiſt- 
. eth that the divine word 1s the only rule of what we 


- are to believe and practiſe, that he ſhould be able, 
in a clear and forcible manner, to prove its divine 
original, The numerous inſtances of the accom- 
pliſhment of the predictions of the old Teſtament, 
which have already taken place in the world, and of 
ſuch as are now actually fulfilling, in open view of 
it, the ſupernatural works of Moſes and the proph- 
ets, of cur1sT and his apoſtles, exhibit convincing 
arguments, that the ſacred books contain a revela- 
tion from cop. Not barely the improbability, but 
moral impoſſibility, that Chriſtianity ſhould have 
gained credit, had not the facts related been ſtrictly 
true ; the propagation of it, in ſuch a ſurpriſing 
manner, among moſt of the nations of the then 


known world, againſt the bigotry and malice of the 
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Jews, againſt the boaſted learning, pride and influ- 
ence of the philoſophers, againſt the luſts, religions, 
prejudices and powers of the world; nay, againſt the 
combined malice, ſubtilty and powers of earth and 
hell, furniſh irrefragable arguments in favour of di- 
vine revelation. The character of the ſacred pen- 
men, the ſacrifice they made for the religion which 
they taught, the impoſſibility of finding a rational 
motive for their conduct, in earth or heaven, in the 
proſpects of time or eternity, had they not known 


the things which they reported to have been divine- 


ly true, mightily increaſe and confirm the evidence. 

THE harmony of the ſcriptures, though they were 
more than fifteen hundred years in compiling, writ- 
ten by different men in different ages, unconnected 
with, and unknown to each other ; the majeſtic, 
conſiſtent and glorious repreſentations, which they 
make of the true 60D ; the incomparable ſyſtem of 
morals which they contain, their grand ſcope and 
tendency, to exalt do, humble the pride of men, 
to condemn and prevent ſin, to promote individual, 
private, public, univerſal and eternal good, demon- 
ſtrate their divine original, 


THE motives by which every duty is enforced 
are unutterably awful, glorious and important. In 
compariſon with them all others fink into mere im- 


pertinence and contempt. Indeed, every other 
ſyſtem appears as inferiour to this, as the light of 
the glow worm, to the ſplendours of the midday ſun. 
Is it poſſible that ſuch a religion ſhould not be from 
* Jeaven ? That the books which contain it ſhould 
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13 
not be of divine original? Theſe, with the various 
other arguments, by which the truth of the ſacred 
volume is ſupported, it is the province of the goſ- 
pel miniſter to know, and exhibit to his hearers. 

AN acquaintance with human nature, with logic 
and the hiſtory of the church, will be of ſingular 
ſervice in the miniſtry. In this view, what a field 
of labour preſents itſelf? Muſt not a man called to 
ſuch an employment, agreeably to the apoſtle's di- 
rection to Timothy, ©& Give attendance to reading, 
to exhortation, to doctrine: Meditate upon theſe 
things, give himſelf wholly to them, that his profit- 
ing may appear to all?“ ? Can ſloth and indolence 
be compatible with ſuch an office? Theſe things 
are neceſſary only for a general preparation for the 
miniſtry. 

BESIDES, a miniſter ought to be a good preach- 
er, as well as a ſound divine. For this purpoſe he 
muſt give himſelf to diligent laborious application, 


in his weekly preparations for the public inſtruc- 


tion and entertainment of the people. He ought, 
by no means, to employ the ſacred hours of public 
worſhip in mere declamation and noiſe ; but ſhould 
entertain his hearers with ſound doctrine, with ſol- 
emn and weighty truths, clearly illuſtrated, faith- 
fully and pungently applied. Much pains ſhould 
be taken that truth may be communicated in the 
moſt natural, familiar and perſpicuous ſtyle, ſo that 
the whole audience may enter fully into the ſubje& 
and feel its importance. If a miniſter ſpeak unin- 
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telligibly, he may as well not Tpeak at all. He 


ſhould adapt his diſcourſes to time, circumſtances, 
and to the capacities of his hearers ; ſo that he may 


give to every one a portion in due ſeaſon, whether 


a faint or finner, whether a ſtrong man or a babe 
in CHR1ST, Whether in adverſity or proſperity. For 
this purpoſe he muſt carefully obſerve the ſtate of 
the flock—what are the fins, errours, weakneſſes, 
diſcouragements, temptations and dangers of it in 
general, and of individuals in particular, His man- 
ner ſhould be as inoffenſive and as engaging as poſ- 
fible. He ſhould not tread a narrow circle, nor 
confine himſelf to any form, but uſe great variety 
in his ſufyedts and in the manner of treating them. 
This will. command attention, make the public wor- 
ſhip more. inſtructive and entertaining, and render 


the preacher both more agreeable and more uſeful 


to his hearers. 

THE Opportunities of miniſters and people, in 
the houſe of cop, are ſhort and precarious. Thoſe 
who hear them on this, and the other occaſion, 
are often in eternity before another opportunity ; 
removed, forever removed, from their inſtructive 
warning voice, Miniſters themſelves are © not ſuf- 
fered to continue by reaſon of death.“ 4 It they 
ſpeak today they have no aſſurance that they ſhall 
ſpeak aggin. Ought there not, therefore, to be the 
utmoſt exertions in the preparations of the chriſt- 
ian miniſter, to inſtru, convince, awaken and ed- 
ify his people, and to call up their whole attention 


A 4 Heb. vii. 23- = 


1 F . 
D 5 
— * Fl k - I” £ 8 
2 1 ä a 1 * . 
000 Reon 


15 
to the concerns of their ſalvation? With what pro- 
priety is it written, Make full proof of thy miniſ- 
try ?* Study to ſhew thyſelf a workman that need- 
eth not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth?“ 

FURTHER, miniſters ought to labour in the de- 
livery, as well as in the preparations of their ſer- 
mons. Though their addreſſes ſhould be with 
meekneſs and modeſty, yet they ſhould be with great 
animation, and concern for the divine honour and 
the ſalvation of men. Thus is the manner exhibit- 
ed in all ſcripture example. CHRIST, our great 
pattern, ſtood and cried, as one in the greateſt earn- 
eſtneſs with men. He taught them with authority 


and not as the ſcribes. The zeal of his Father's 


houſe ate him up.* The apoſtle Paul preached 
with uncommon zeal and earneſtneſs, exhorting and 
warning night and day, even with tears.* The ſer- 
vants of cur1sT are commanded to compel men to 
come in, to beſeech them to be reconciled to cop. 
They ſhould be greatly concerned, that none of 
their hearers may once depart, from the houſe of 
60D, in a ſecure, chriſtleſs condition, "_ the 
wrath of cop abiding on them, | 

THE unaffected zeal and earneſtneſs of the preach- 
er, his ſpeaking feelingly, from the heart, hath a 
great tendency to beget attention and feeling in his 
hearers, and to do good. But a dull unfeeling man- 
ner hath a tendency to make inattentive, unfeeling 
and drowſy hearers, and even to beget diſaffection 


*2 Tim. iv. 5. 2 Tim, ii. 15, John ii. 179. » Acts xx. 3ts 


and contempt. It is highly unbecoming the im- 
portance of divine ſubjects, and contrary both to 
{ſcripture precept and example. 

AGAIN, miniſters ſhould labour in their prayers 
to 60D, in ſecret, private and public, for their peo- 
ple, that they may be ſaved in the day of the LoRD 
JESUS. Like Jeremiah, they ſhould ſtand before 
the LorD to ſpeak good for them and to turn away 
his wrath from them.” They ſhould be humble, 
fervent, and importunate in their pleas for the di- 
vine mercy on them. This was the manner of the 
apoſtles and primitive miniſters. © Without ceaſ- 
ing I make mention of you always in my prayers.* 
Always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that 
ye may ſtand perfect and complete in all the will 
of Cop.“ 

THEY are under obligations to pray much for 
themſelves, as well as for the flock. They ſhould 
be men of fervent, conſtant, perſevering prayer; 
who delight to draw near to cop, and know how 
to plead and wreſtle with him, both for themſelves 
and the Iſrael of o. 

A GREAT and neceſſary field of labour lies before 
them, in teaching from houſe to houſe; in counſel. 
ling, warning and rebuking the people, in ſecret and 
private, as duty and circumſtances may require. 
The viſitation of the ſick and dying, of the bereav- 
ed and ſorrowful, of the fatherleſs and widow, of 
the diſtreſſed in body and mind, in cold and heat, 
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by day and by night, they will find to be a labori- 
ous branch of their office. 
THEY will alſo find it laborious and difficult, to 


| preſerve the order and government of the houſe of 


cHR18T, by exerciſing the diſcipline which he hath 
appointed for that purpoſe. 
IN a word, the miniſtry is a laborious and diffi- 


cult employment, as it requireth the greateſt watch- 


fulneſs, labour and diligence, to keep the heart, by 


the grace of cop, in a ſuitable frame to do theſe 


duties ; really poſſeſſing and exerciſing that love, 
faith, prudence, zeal and concern for the honour 
of c 0D, the edification and ſalvation of men, which 
ought to influence, aſſiſt and animate the chriſtian 
miniſter, in all his addreſſes to cop and men. He 
hath not only ſpecial need of grace, but to have the 
lively and conſtant exerciſes of it, ſo that he may 
pray and praiſe, exhort and rebuke, under its ſen- 
ible influences. 

I PROCEED to obſerve, 

II. THAT the faithful miniſters of cuz1sT are 
deeply concerned about the ſucceſs and iſſue of their 
labours, leſt they ſhould be in vain to any. 

THIS concern is ſtrongly expreſſed, by the apoſ- 
tle, both in the text and context. © I am afraid of 
you, leſt I have beſtowed on you labour in vain. 
I am indeed greatly concerned for your ſalvation. 
I am exceedingly afraid, and diſtreſſed on your ac- 
count, leſt my labours for you, and all the grace 
beſtowed upon you, ſhould be to no ſaving pur- 


pole.” The ninetcenth verſe is ſtill more expreſſive 
at” > | 
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of his anxiety for them. © My little children, of 
whom I travail in birth again until cuz1sT be 
formed in you.” Than theſe words, perhaps, it is 
impoſſible for any to expreſs a more tender and deep 
concern for the ſucceſs of the miniſtry, in the ſal. 
vation of men. The ſame concern he expreſſeth 
for Iſrael, and for the Philippians. © My heart's 
deſire, and prayer to Cop for Iſrael is, that they 
might be ſaved. For cop is my record how 
greatly I long after you all, in the bowels of 
CHRIST.” * The inſpired writers have exhibited 
the ſame ſpirit, from Moſes to John, even as many 
as have ſpoken. How did Moſes faſt and inter- 
cede, forty days and nights, for Iſrael, that oon 
would forgive them, or blot out his name from the 
book which he had written ?Þ How do Iſaiah and 
Jeremiah expreſs this concern, and bewail their un- 
facceſsfulneſs ? “ Who hath believed our report, 
and to whom hath the arm of the Lorxp been re- 
vealed ? I have laboured in vain and ſpent my 
ſtrength for nought and in vain.* The founder 


melteth in vain. Oh that my head were waters 


and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might 
weep day and night.“ 4 
ESPECIALLY, did jESsUS CHRIST, the head of the 
prophets, and the perfe& example for his miniſters, 
beyond all parallel, exhibit the temper of which I 
am ſpeaking, To ſave mankind he ſtooped from 
heaven to the manger, to the croſs, and to the grave. 


Rom. x. 1. *Phil.i.8, Exodus xxxii. 32. Deut. ix. 18. 25+ 
5 Iſaiah lid, 1. & xlix. 4. 0 Jer, vi. 29+ ix. 1. 


4 


19 


He laboured marvellouſly to gather his people, and 
wept over them when they would not be gathered, 
O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem—How often would 1 
have gathered thy children together, even as an hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not. And when he was come near, he be- 
held the city and wept over it, ſaying, If thou hadſt 
known, even thou, at leaſt, in this thy day, the 
things which belong unto thy peace ! But now they 
are hid from thine eyes.” * 

THE ſame ſpirit which was in HRISsT, is, in a 
greater or leſs degree, in all his faithful miniſters. 
© If any man have not the ſpirit of curtsT he is 
none of his.“ 6 

THE worth of immortal ſouls, the importance of 
endleſs life, in the immediate enjoyment of cop 
and the LAB; and the dreadfulneſs of eternal 
perdition, demand this concern for the ſalvation of 
men. Nothing beſide affords fo melancholy and 
affecting a proſpect, as the perdition of men, en- 
joying the beſt means, and capable of inconceiva- 


ble and immortal bliſs. 
„N or all theſe luminaries quench'd at once, 
Were half ſo ſad, as one benighted mind, 
Which gropes for happineſs and meets deſpair,” * 


MINISTERS, Who know CHR15ST, have a deep ſenſe 
of theſe truths. © Knowing therefore the terrour 
of the Lorp, they perſuade men:“ k And, having 
taſted the conſolation. which there is in cur1srT, 
they earneſtly deſire, that others would come and 


„Matt. xxiii. 37, Luke xix: 41, 42, Rom. viii. 9. 
* Youxg. | | * 2 Cor. v. 11, 
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taſte that the Lo xv is gracious. Moſt deſirable doth 
it appear, to comfort others, with the conſolation 
with which they themſelves are comforted.i But, 
III. NOTWITHSTANDING their moſt pain- 
ful labours, and deep concern for the ſucceſs of 
their miniſtry, it will be in vain to many, to whom 
they miniſter. 
TH1S is an exceedingly affecting and melancholy 
thought. It is indeed melancholy, that this may 
be, and, doubtleſs, in many inſtances, 1s the caſe 
through the fault of miniſters themſelves, They 
may be but blind guides, leading the blind, till both 
fall into the ditch, They may not declare all the 
counſel of cop, but keep back things moſt import- 
ant and profitable. They may preach for doctrines 
the commandments, ſubtilties and counſels of men ; 
or dry ſpeculations, inſtead of experimental heart 


religion. They may preach in an ambiguous, looſe, 


declamatory manner, which can afford little or no 
inſtruction, and the people, like Iſrael, will be de- 


ſtroyed and periſh for lack of knowledge.* They 


may preach ſmooth things and their hearers may 
be loſt for want of warning. They may corrupt 
and handle the word deceitfully, preaching another 
goſpel. than that which uns preached, and cauſe 


men to imbibe errours and periſh in deluſion. They 


may be careleſs and ſlothful ſervants, or impru- 
dent and immoral in their conduct; and ſo immor- 
tal ſouls may be loſt through their indolence and 


i 2 Cor. i. 4. * Hoſea iv. 6. 
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bad examples. Of theſe faults it greatly concern- 


eth miniſters to beware. 
FAR was the apoſtle Paul from any of theſe 


charges. He knew that he had declared all the 


counſel of cop, and that he was free from the 
blood of all men. He knew that neither his own 
labours, nor the labours of any of the faithful min. 
iſters of ohRIST, would be in vain, with reſpect to 
themſelves ; but that they would be unto cop a 
ſweet ſavour of cnr1sT, in them that are ſaved, and 
in them that periſh.! 

THE apoſtle alſo knew that his labours would not 
be in vain, with reſpect to the divine glory. Gop 
will not deny himſelf- and loſe his glory by any of 
his creatures, If they will not glorify him by ſub. 
miſſion and obedience to his will, he will glorify 
himſelf in their deſtruction. He will ſhow his wrath 
and make his power known in veſſels of wrath fitted 
to deſtruction, after he hath endured them with 
great long ſuffering, as well as the riches of his glo- 
ry, in veſſels of mercy prepared unto glory.” 

WHEN, therefore, the apoſtle expreſſeth his con- 
cern for the Galatians, leſt he had beſtowed on them 
labour in vain, he ſpeaks with reference to them, 
and their ſalvation. When the goſpel has no ſav- 
ing effect on the hearts and lives of men, the la- 
bours of miniſters are in vain with reſpect to them. 
They receive the grace of cop in vain. 

_ THAT this will, indeed, be the caſe with many, 
though miniſters be ever ſo laborious and faithful, 


tz Cor. ii. 15. m Rom. ix. 22, 23. 
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is implied in the text, Had not this been the cafc 
and were it not ſtill to be the cafe, there would have 
been no grounds for the fears and anxiety of the 
apoſtle, with reſpect to the Galatians. 

THE unſucceſsfulneſs of the prophets, their lam- 
entations over an impenitent and rujned people ; 
the obſtinacy of the Jews under the miniſtry of the 
so x of cop, the tears which he ſhed over Jeruſa- 
lem, and the woes he denounced againſt the cities 
where moſt of his mighty works had been done, 
preſent us with affecting demonſtrations of this 
truth. Both in our saviouk's and the apoſtles' 
days, the Jews, in general, continued to reſiſt the 
HOLY GHOST, and were rejected of do. Though 
the goſpel be the power of cop, and the wiſdom of 
60D, to them who believe, yet it is to others a ſtone 
of ſtumbling and rock of offence. It is, through 
their own obſtinacy, a ſavour of death, making them 
more and more blind, impenitent and hard hearted, 
It ripeneth them more and more to be veſlels of 
wrath fitted to deſtruction. Hence, ſaith the apoſ- 
tle, We are unto cop, a ſweet ſavour in RRIST, 
in them that are ſaved and in them that periſh. 
To the one we are a ſavour of death unto death; 
and to the other a favour of life unto life.“ P 

CONTINUAL obſervation and experience, as well 
as the divine word, confirm this ſentiment. Many 
under the abundant light and grace of the goſpel, un- 
der the moſt judicious, clear and pungent preaching, 


continue obſtinate in fin. They turn the grace of the 


» Atts vii. 51. Rom. ix. 31, 32. 1 Pet. ii. 8. ?2 Cor. ii. 15, 16. 
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1 goſpel into wantonneſs, and wax worſe and worſe. 
: Hence it is, that * the children of the kingdom ſhall 
| be caſt into outer darkneſs, where ſhall be wailing 
and gnaſhing of teeth.” 4 Hence thoſe diſtinctions 
at the reſurrection and final judgment. Some ſhall 
awake, and come forth to the reſurrection of life, 
and others to the reſurrection of damnation.” Some 
ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment, and oth- 
ers into eternal hfe.* 
A REVIEW of our ſubject will preſent us with an 
extenſive field of application and improvement, not 
unſuitable to the preſent intereſting and ſolemn - 
occaſion. 
wHo can but remark, That the work of the 
miniſtry is the moſt arduous and difficult ever com- 
mitted to men! Arduous and difficult in its na- 
ture ; on the account of the great variety, extent, 
heavenly and ſpiritual nature of the duties it requir- 
eth. It is ſtill more arduous and difficult on the 
account of the weakneſs and imperfections of thoſe 
to whom it is committed: Men of like paſſions with 
their fellow ſinners. The riches of cazisT which 
they preach/are immenſe and unſearchable ; far ſur- 
paſſing the wiſdom and comprehenſion of angels ; 
but they are men. It is ſtill more difficult on the 
account of the blindneſs and hardneſs of ſinnersꝰ 
hearts, the luſts of unreaſonable men, and the op- 
poſition made to it from earth and hell. How great 
and difficult is the labour of undeceiving the deceiv- 
ed, reclaiming the erroneous, comforting the feeble 


— 


Matth. viii. 12, John v, 29. „Matth. xxv. 46. 
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minded ; and, eſpecially, of aſſiſting and directing 
fouls, under the pangs of the new birth ? Further, 
this is a difficult work on the account of the nume- 
rous temptations to which it 1s incident, ' If we 
contemplate the worth of ſouls, if we look forward 
to the reſurrection and future judgment, to the vaſt 
and aſtoniſhing ſcenes of eternity, to which all min- 
iſterial labours have reference, and on which they 
will have an important influence, how weighty and 
awful is the charge committed to the chriſtian min- 
iſter? With what propriety and concern, may we 
cry out, in the language of the apoſtle, Who is 
ſufficient for theſe things? * 

AGAIN, how important is it, that a miniſter be 
eminently enriched with grace ? Not only that he 
have the ſpirit of cuz1sT, but that he poſſeſs it, in 
an high and uncommon meaſure ? As his work is 


peculiarly ſpiritual and heavenly, ſo, that his mind 


may be adapted to his work, he muſt in a peculiar 
manner poſſeſs an heavenly mind? The more he is 
filled with the ſpirit of curisT, the more he will 
live as he lived, and preach as he preached, The 
more he will feel, and appear to be in his element, 
and the nobler ſupport and pleaſure will he find, 
in the diſcharge of every branch of his office. But, 
if he be not the regenerate man, whoſe heart hath 


been illuminated and warmed with a ray from heav- 
en, he will walk in darkneſs ; naturally caring for 


his own things,. and not for the things which are 
JESUS CHRIST'S.* Miniſters, in themſelves, are but 


2 Cor. ii. 16. Phil. ii. 20, ar. 


— 


earthen veſſels, If they be not enriched and filled 
from the fulneſs which there is in un, they will 
be empty veſſels. Miniſterial ſufficiency is wholly: 
of cop. He maketh them able miniſters of the 1 
New Teſtament.“ The greater and more difficult 
their work is, the greater is the neceſſity of uncom-' 
mon meaſures of ſanQification, of conſtant and pe 
f culiar nearneſs to 60D, and communications from: 
him. Hence, that exhortation to Timothy, © Thou 
therefore, my ſon, be ſtrong in the grace that is 
in CHRIST JESUS.” * {HL | 
FURTHER, what preſumption and madneſs is it, 
for men of ordinary capacities and learning, unſkil- 
ful in the word of righteouſneſs, to ruſh into the 
miniſtry ? With what arrogance and effrontery, do 
many pretend, inſtantly to be enlightened, by the 
ſpirit, into all truth, and to be completely furniſhed 
for the work of the miniſtry? Indeed they pretend 
immediately to underſtand thoſe things, which an- 
gels, who have been ſtudying them, in the divine 
preſence, from the day of their creation, {till deſire 
to look into.” | 
How important is it, that candidates for the 
miniſtry, ſhould be men of a good natural genius, 
real ſtudents, well read in theology, as well as truly 
acquainted with GOD our saviouk? If men have 
not good natural abilities, if they be not communi- 
cative, apt to teach, have not the gift of prudence, 
and not a natural turn for the miniſtry, they will 
not be likely to excel, in this divine employment. 
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Would it not therefore, be well, for the fathers in 
office, not to encourage young men, who poſſeſs 
not theſe qualifications, to undertake the work ? 
How ought they to inculcate, on thoſe who are 
looking forward to the miniſtry, ſtudy, activity, and 
diligence ? With what caution ſhould they act, with 
reſpect to thoſe whom they introduce into the min- 
iſtry ? To lay hands ſuddenly upon no man ? With 
what diligent laborious pains ſhould candidates pre- 
pare themſelves for this ſacred employment? With 
what concern, prayerfulneſs, ſelf examination, and 
dependence on the grace that is in uRIST JESUS, 
ought they to enter. _ a work ſo arduous and 
difficult ? 

- SINCE it challengeth ſuch concern and ben, 
how guilty and inexcuſable before G0, are care- 
leſs, indolent, flothful miniſters ? Miniſters, who 
make not a work of their ſacred employment; but 
are ſuperficial, and if they can live at eaſe, and ob- 
tain a good ſupport, care not what is the ſucceſs of 
their miniſtry ? How unlike are ſuch miniſters to 
the prophets, to the so of cov, and his apoſ- 
tles? How abhorred muſt they be in the view of 
heaven ? How will the curſes of loſt ſouls, and the 
curſes of their eternal Judge reſt upon them ? Wall 
he not command, Caſt ye theſe unprofitable ſer- 
vants into outer darkneſs, there ſhall be wailing and 
gnaſhing of teeth ?* O may the good LoD deliv- 
er us from a doom fo fearful and tremendous ! 
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" "AwoTHERr remark from our ſubject, which ſtrikes 
the mind with peculiar force, is this, That people 
univerſally ought to be greatly concerned not tb 
receive the grace of GD in vain. They ought to 
be in an agony to enter in at the ſtrait gate. Sure- 
ly if miniſters are thus to labour and pray for them, 
and to exerciſe ſuch vigilance and concern to pluck 
them from everlaſting burnings, they ought to be 
greatly concerned for themſelves, and to flee imme- 
diately, from the wrath to come. They ought, with 
the utmoſt caution, to ſhun all thoſe ways, by which 
the goſpel is made ineffectual to ſalvation. The 
negle& of the aſſembling themſelves together, mak- 
ing light of the public worſhip and ordinances of 
G0D : An inattentive, cold, drowſy, and formal at- 
tendance on them, when they do not wholly negle& 
them: The neglecting of a cloſe and faithful appli- 
cation of the word: The negle& of reading and 
meditation in the divine word, of ſelf examination, 
and of the various duties of the family and cloſet, 
all tend to render the labours of con's ſervants in 
vain, If men will not watch at wiſdom's gates, 
and wait at the poſts of her doors, if they will not 
cry after knowledge, and lift up their voice for un- 
derſtanding; if they will not ſeek her as filver, and 
ſearch for her as for hid treaſures,* they cannot ex- 
peR, but that the miniſtry will be in vain to them, 
They, and they only, find the knowledge of their 
cob, and ſhare in his covenant bleſſings, who in 
this manner attend his ordinances. Of what ſer. 
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enn the labours of the moſt wiſe and - faithful 
ſervants of cnHRIST be, to a people who will not at- 
tend them? Or to thoſe, who, though they may 
attend, yet hate inſtruction, deſpiſe reproof, and 


will not obey the voice of their teachers ?> If they 
will not ſubmit to the truth, but turn aſide, as did 


the Galatians, to another goſpel, if they will obſerve 
months and days, and place their confidence in bap- 
tiſm and the mere externals of religion, the goſpel 
will be in vain to them. If they will give their 
hearts to pleaſure, farms and merchandiſe, it will be 
in vain. Theſe things choke the word and render 
it unfruitful. If men do not deſire the ſincere milk 


of the word that they may grow thereby, and will 


not receive it in faith, it will be in vain. The word 
cannot profit them who hear it, unleſs it be mixed 
with faith. Evil company, grieving the se1r1T, by 
reſiſting his light and influence, and delaying re- 
pentance, render miniſterial labours in vain. Againſt _ 
theſe fins, eſpecially, doth our ſubject afford ſolemn 
warning. Strongly doth it enforce the divine ad- 
monition, Give the more earneſt heed to the things 
which ye hear, leſt at any time ye ſhould let them 
flip. How affecting is the conſideration, that the 
goſpel will be in vain to any? How ſhould it awak- 
en the concern of every hearer, leſt he ſhould be 
among this unhappy number? Nay, leſt this mild 
and glorjous diſpenſation ſhould be unto him, a ſa- 
vour of death unto death ? As this hath been its 
effect on many already, ſo it will be alſo on many 
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more. And, is there not, at preſent, awful reaſon 
to fear that this will be the caſe of ſome in this aſ- 
ſembly ? Are there not here numbers of impenitent 
ſinners, who, notwithſtanding all the prayers and 
exertions of their miniſters, to this day, rejett the 
SAVIOUR ? Is it not moſt probable, that thoſe, who 
under all former miniſters have hardened their 
hearts, will continue ſtill to do it under all means 
and miniſters whom they may yet enjoy ? How 
ought a ſenſe of your guilt and danger to penetrate 
and alarm your inmoſt ſouls, and rouſe you to im- 
mediate repentance ? 

1 MIGHT proceed in. remarking on this inter- 
eſting ſubject, but it is more than time to cloſe the 
diſcourſe with the addreſſes uſual on occaſions like 
the preſent. 

THE truths which have been exhibited a 
concern, and claim the very ſerious attention of this 
our younger brother, who is immediately to be ſep- 
arated to the g0/pel of Cop. 

DEAR SIR, 

HOW doth my heart rejoice, that the Lorp of 
the harveſt hath called you to labour in it, and 
opened unto you ſuch an extenſive field of labours 
and uſefulneſs. You are called to labour in a con- 
ſpicuous and important part of his vineyard. You 
are now to be ordained to the paſtoral charge of 
this numerous and reſpectable church and, congre- 
gation. See, my brother, what a multitude of ſouls 
invite you to their ſervice : To direct them, and 

their children to jESsUs, to lead them ta the holy 
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city, the heavenly Jeruſalem. The uncommon 
unanimity with which they aſk your inſtructions, 
allords a pleaſing proſpect of future peace and uſe- 
fulneſs. This great body of people, numerous 
precious and immortal ſouls, every one of which is 
more valuable than the whole material univerſe, are 
now to be committed to your care. For them you 
muſt watch, labour and pray; and, if poſſible, eſ- 
pouſe them all as chaſte virgins to HRIST. For 
them, in a ſhort time, as well as for yourſelf and 
miniſtry, you muſt give an account, at the enlighten- 
ed tribunal of the su REME JVD, in the preſence 
of the aſſembled univerſe. If a ſoul be loſt through 
your ſloth, or unfaithfulneſs, its blood will be re- 
quired at you hands. But, if, by your faithful and 
laborious ſervices, your hearers ſhall be converted, 
edified, and ſaved, they will be your joy and crown 
in the day of the Loxd jesus.% How will they, 
on yonder Hills of Zion, cluſter round you, in the 
beauties of holineſs, and pour their bleſſings upon 
you ? Your works will appear and remain before the 
LORD, with increaſing ſplendours and bleſſedneſs, 
when ſuns and ſtars ſhall loſe their luſtre, and the 
works of nature and art ſhall be no more. 

THOUGH the work and office before you, be great, 
ſolemn and trying, yet it is a good work. It hath 
been, and ever will be, the delight of good men. 
Herein is great encouragement and conſolation, that 
its deſign is.beneficent and glorious, its reward vaſt 
and een That cur1sT © holdeth the ſtars 
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in his right hand,” © and hath ſaid, with reſpect to 
his faithful ſervants, Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world.“ f Arife, there- 
fore, my brother, and addreſs yourſelf with all the 
zeal, labour, diligence, and fidelity, of which you 
are capable, to this divine employment. Furniſh 
yourſelf with books, and put yourſelf under the 
beſt advantages, in your power, for application and 
improvement. In your ſtudy, let every thing be 
in order, that you may uſe your books, your time, 
and all means of improvement, to the beſt advan- 
tage. Let no time, labour, or opportunity be loſt. 
Riſe early, from day to day, and apply diligently 
to your work, Be, to the whole town, an example 
of laborious diligence, activity and faithfulneſs. 

FORM Connexions with men of piety, ingenuity 
and ſentiment ; and derive from this ſource, as well 
as from reading, every advantage of which you are 
capable. But after all, depend not on your own 
ſtrength, nor on any human aid, but wholly on 
CHRIST, Let your eye be to him; to aſſiſt and 
bleſs you, in all your reſearches after truth. Be- 
ſeech him to fill the poor earthen veſſel, with treaſ- 
ures, both of knowledge and of grace. 

IN ſearch of truth, ſearch the ſcriptures, thoſe 
bleffed oracles, by which © the man of cop may be 
perfect, throughly furniſhed unto all good works.“ 8 
As the world by wiſdom never hath known, ſo by 
this it never will know cop. A ſcrap of this bleſſ- 
ed book, is worth more than all the volumes of phi- 


Rev. ii. 1. Matth. xxviii. 20, 2 Tim, iii. 15. 
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loſophy, and of human ſyſtems which have ever 
been written. I wiſh you therefore, not to be fond 
of human ſpeculations, but let your faith and prac- 
'tice be founded in the ſure word of prophecy. 

Study this, not to eſtabliſh ſome favourite ſyſtem or 
ſentiment, but to know the truth as it is in JESUS. 

TAKE heed to yourſelf, that you indeed love the 
REDEEMER, and that your heart be right with 60D. 
Keep it with all diligence, Maintain intimate, con- 
ſtant communion, with the ATH ER of your ſpirit. 
Avoid all fins, converſation, company and creature 
attachments, which may interrupt it, and mar your 
ſpiritual joys. Be thorough in ſecret religion. 
Frequently, in your retirements, read the moſt de- 

| votional parts of the ſcriptures. Often converſe. 
Wl || with the moſt lively and judicious chriſtians, Keep 
| the great and ſolemn ſcenes of death, judgment and 
eternity in near view; and live always as ſeeing 
him who 1s inviſible. Theſe things will have the. 
1 happieſt tendency to keep religion alive, to increaſe 
| and ſtrengthen it, in your own ſoul ; and, on all 
occaſions, to influence you to ſpeak out of the abun- 
dance of your heart. 

TAKE heed to your doctrine, that it be uncor- 
rupt, and that you ſhun not to declare all the counſel 
of cop. Study your ſermons well. Make them 
intereſting, practical, and eaſy to be underſtood. 
Preach not yourſelf, nor dry ſpeculations, but ESS 
CHRIST, and.him crucified. Study a familiar man- 
| ner of ſpeaking to the hearts and conſciences of 
Ys your hearers. As far as poſlible, go to them al- 
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ways, in the fulneſs of the bleſſing of the goſpel of 


CHRIST. 

TAKE heed to all the flock, to know its ſpiritual 
Nate, to guide and feed it, with meekneſs, gentle- 
neſs, prudence, knowledge, and univerſal goodneſs. 
* Be thou an example of the believers, in word, in 
converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in puri- 
ty; h and in all chriſtian virtues. Have a regard 
to families and to individuals, to inſtruct them, from 
houſe to houſe. Often catechiſe the lambs of the 
flock; converſe with them freely and tenderly of 
the things of the kingdom. Bear all this people 
upon your heart, and let no pains be ſpared to pre- 
ſent every man perfect in RIS T. 

KNow, my brother, that all fleſh is graſs, and all 
the glory of man as the flower of graſs. If you 
continue, a few years in the miniſtry, you will ſee 
a conſiderable part of your hearers in the grave. 
Sickneſs and death will ſeize on theſe venerable fa- 
thers, theſe gay and beauteous youth, the child and 
tender babe ; and every year and month, and ſome- 
times every weck, nay, perhaps, every day, you will 
follow one and another of them to the place of the 
dead. Some of them, probably, will hear you but 
a few times. Your own eyes and lips may ſoon, 
very ſoon, be cloſed, in the darkneſs and ſilence of 
the grave, Do not the nature of your office, the 
good of mankind, and the glory of do p, challenge 
your immediate exertions? Muſt not ſome of your 
hearers, at leaſt, be immediately perſuaded to re- 
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pent and be reconciled to cob, or be loſt without 


remedy or end ? Do not the abounding errours and 
vices of the preſent day, the awful ſecurity and ſtu- 
pidity which generally prevail, call the ſervants of 
CHRIST to uncommon vigilance, labour, zeal and 
diligence in their work ? In ſhort, every thing calls 
for your immediate and utmoſt exertions. The 
eyes of ſaints and angels, nay, of RIS himſelf, 
are upon you, to ſee how you will fulfil the miniſ- 
try. We, who, this day, conſecrate you to your 


_ office, theſe numerous ſpectators, heaven, earth and 


hell ſhall hereafter know how, and, for what you 
have watched and laboured. If you ſhall be faith. 
ful, cyr1sT will profeſs your name before his A= 
THER, and before his angels ; and not only your 
public, but moſt private labours, your ſecret prayers 
and tears, ſhall meet a moſt public and glorious, re- 
ward. In proportion to your love and labours, will 
be your dignity and bliſs, in the preſence of your 
REDEEMER. Let theſe views rouſe your whole ſoul 
to action. Be thou faithful to the death, and theſe 
raviſhing immortal dignities and beatitudes ſhall be 
thine, 5 

ru church and people of cop in this town are 
deeply intereſted in the preſent ſubject, and in the 
tranſactions and conſequences of this day. They 
will therefore ſuffer the word of exhortation. 


MEN, BRETHREN and FATHERS, 
GREAT is our joy in the harmony and pleaſing 


proſpetts of this day. We have occaſion of abun- 


dant joy, and thankſgiving to cop, that after this 
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Zion hath been covered with a cloud, and experi. 
enced unhappy years of controverſy and diviſion, 
he hath viſited you in mercy, healed your diviſions, 
and given you uncommon. unanimity and Peace. 
We preſent you with our cordial congratulations, 
that after you have been lo long as ſheep without 
a ſhepherd, it hath pleaſed the great head of the 
church, to provide a man to be ſet over you, this 
day, in the LoD. We hope he will indeed be a 
man, after his own heart, who. will feed you with 
knowledge and underſtanding. Receive him there- 
fore as a precious aſcenſion gift.“ How beautiful 
upon the mountains are the feet of him that bring. 


eth good tidings, that publiſheth peace.” i He com- 


eth to yGu upon a moſt laborious and kind errand, 


to do you great and everlaſting good. May he be 


a repairer of your breaches, a rich and laſting bleſſ- 
ing to you and to your children. Under his holy 
miniſtrations may many be born again, and make 
their garments white in the blood of the Laws. 
May the ſaints revive as the corn, and caſt forth 
their roots as Lebanon ; and this church be in- 
creaſed with all the increaſe of o. Let there be 
united exertions, that you may be a mountain of 
holineſs, a peaceable and quiet habitation. Give 
your miniſter your countenance and ſupport. Pray 
for him fervently and without ceaſing. Fill not his 
heart with the diſtreſſing apprehenſions, that he la- 
bours, and that you receive the grace of cop in 
yain, Let the awful thought that this may be the 
| Ilaiah Iii. 3. 
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caſe with ſome, awake all to repent and fly to the 
KEDEEU ER. Make no delay in the concerns of 
eternity; but ſeek the Lon D while he may be 
found, call upon him while he is near.” * Be in 
an agony © to enter in at the ſtrait gate. Con- 
ſtantly and ſeriouſly. attend the word preached. 
Receive it in faith and love. Live in love and 
peace, and the Gp of love and peace ſhall be with 
you. Dear brethren, we commend you and your 
paſtor to Go, and to the word of his grace, who is 
able to keep you from falling, and to preſent you 
faultleſs 2 the preſence of his glory with ex 
ceeding i 10 y.! AMEN. 


4 4 
* Ifaiah lv. 6. 14 ude, verſe 24. 


